
Cancer Detection by Screening Method in Dense Breasts  

Method Added Cancer 
Detection per 1000 Women 
Screeneda 

Change in False Positive 
Recalls per 1000 Women Screeneda 

Availabilityb 

Ultrasoundc    

After 2D mammography 
(first round) 

2-3 [9,10] +75 to 117 [9, 10,12d] Moderate 

After 2D mammography 
(subsequent rounds) 

3-7 [11,d 12, 13] +43 to 98 [11d-13] Moderate 

After tomosynthesis  
(first round) 

1-3 [14-17] +45 [16]e Moderate 

After tomosynthesis  
(subsequent rounds) 

1 [16] 37 [16] Moderate 

Molecular Breast Imaging    

After 2D mammography 7-9 [18-20] +56 to 77 [18-20] Limited 

After tomosynthesis  
(first round) 

7 [21] +88 [21] Limited 

After tomosynthesis  
(subsequent rounds) 

3 [21] +46 [21] Limited 

Contrast-Enhanced 
Mammography 

   



 

Method Added Cancer 
Detection per 1000 Women 
Screeneda 

Change in False Positive 
Recalls per 1000 Women Screeneda 

Availabilityb 

Added to 2D mammography  
(first round) 

7-20 [10, 11, 22-25]f +29 to +144 [10, 11, 22-25] Limited 

Added to 2D mammography 
(subsequent rounds) 

8 [11g] +47 [11g] Limited 

Added to tomosynthesis 
(first round) 

7-10 [26, 27] +52 to 134 [26, 27] Limited 

Added to tomosynthesis  
(subsequent rounds) 

4 [27] +46 [27] Limited 

MRI/Abbreviated MRI    

After 2D mammography (first 
round) 

14 – 20 [10, 13, 28, 29] +80 to +215 [10, 13, 28, 29] Moderate for 
high-risk women 

After 2D mammography 
(subsequent rounds) 

6-8 [11d, 30] +26 to +30 [11d, 30] Moderate for 
high-risk women 
 

After tomosynthesis  
(first round) 

10 [31] +107 [31] Moderate for  
high-risk women 
 

After tomosynthesis  
(subsequent rounds) 

3 [32] +53 [32] Moderate for  
high-risk women 
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